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Synopsis

This work by William E. Simmons covers the events surrounding the canal that almost was in 1897,
the newly named United States Nicaraguan Canal Commission proposed the idea of building the
canal, as did the subsequent Isthmian Canal Commission in 1899. The Nicaraguan Canal
Commission carried out the most thorough hydrological survey yet of the San Juan River and its
watershed, and in 1899 concluded that an interoceanic project was feasible at a total cost of
US$138 million. At the same time, the Geological Society of America published the

A¢a -A“Physiography and Geology of Region Adjacent to the Nicaragua Canal RouteA¢a -A«in its
Bulletin in May 1899, which remains one of the most detailed geological surveys of the San Juan
River region.In the late 19th century, the United States government negotiated with President
JosAfA© Santos Zelaya to lease the land to build a canal through Nicaragua. Luis Felipe Corea,
the Nicaraguan minister in Washington, wrote to United States Secretary of State John Hay
expressing the Zelaya government’s support for such a canal.Cromwell arranged for leaflets with
stamps featuring Momotombo to be sent to every Senator as "proof" of the volcanic activity in
Nicaragua. An eruption in May 1902 on the island of Martinique resulted in 30,000 human fatalities.
This catastrophe persuaded most of the United States Congress to vote in favor of constructing the
canal in Panama, leaving only eight votes in favor of Nicaragua. The decision to build the Panama
Canal passed by four votes. Contents:CONTENTS. CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTORYA¢4 -4 Geographical Features; Topography; Physical Aspects of the Country;
Industries, Products, Climate and Health CHAPTER Il. GOVERNMENT, POPULATION,
HISTORYA¢a -a *Form of Government; Powers of the President; Financial, Educational, Military,
and Ecclesiastical Affairs; Number, Race Distinction and Characteristics of the Inhabitants;
Discovery; Conquest; Treatment of the Conquered People; Separation from Spain; Subsequent
History CHAPTER Ill. THE GREAT WATERWAY’A¢a -4 +Antiquity of the Idea of Connecting the
Two Oceans by Canal; Negotiations, Government Surveys, etc., which have Led up to the
Enterprise; History of the Company; the Work Done and Remaining to be Done CHAPTER IV.
FROM GREY'TOWN TO THE LAKEA¢a -4 The Forest of the Atlantic Coast; the San Juan River;
Flora and Fauna; Towns Along the River; Scenery, etc CHAPTER V. THE GREAT

LAKEAg¢a -4 -Lakes Nicaragua and Managua; Volcanoes, Scenery, CHAPTER VI. THE PACIFIC
SLOPEAg¢a -4 *Difference in Climate and Vegetation from the Atlantic Coast, the Cities of Granada,
Masaya, Managua, Leon, Chinandega, Rivas and Others CHAPTER VII. THE

PEOPLEA¢4a -4 *Manners, Customs, Peculiarities, Dress; Means of Transportation; Trade;

Industries; Accommodations for Travelers CHAPTER VIII. ARCHAEOLOGY A¢a -a « Temples;



Stone Monuments; Sculpture; Pottery; Language CHAPTER IX. As A WINTER
RESORTA¢4& -4 -Attractions for the Tourist and Sportsman; Came, Fish, etc APPENDIX This book
published in 1900 has been reformatted for the Kindle and may contain an occasional defect from

the original publication or from the reformatting.
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